
An 11-member volunteer team from Australia battled the Sri Lankan heat 
and came out tops during a build from 1 to 8 February 2014 with Habitat 
for Humanity. Under the leadership of Jennifer Mulkearns, they 
collaborated with homeowners and their families in Negombo, West 
Sri Lanka in incremental building. Eight houses in Katuwapitiya, Negombo 
were worked on.  

Jennifer who was the team leader for this GV 
team is no stranger to Habitat for Humanity. 
Having taken part in many GV Teams and having 
worked in a number of countries, she saved up 
for over two years in order to come to Sri Lanka. 
One of the reasons she continuously volunteers 
for Habitat is because she really likes working 
alongside families to build their homes. The 
Sri Lankan experience has also greatly appealed 
to Jenny who found working alongside the home 
partner families really rewarding and memorable. 
On commenting of her team she said, “It’s been a 
fun, great team."   

Christine Kunz, a book editor from Sydney got 
involved with Habitat after a previous volunteer 
recommended it to her. She wanted to see how 
the money which she raised for Habitat was being 
used. Hence she opted for a first-hand experience 
of building homes in a local community. She spoke 
of the ‘happiness’ of the journey which was added 
on by her interactions with the homeowner’s 
family. She particularly remembered the opening 
ceremony where they were garlanded with 
flowers. In her own words she said, “I’ve had a 
fantastic time. It exceeded my expectations. 
Spending time with the family has been fantastic. 
It’s been all good.” In the future, she’ll be 
encouraging her family to join as well.     

Sakiba Hossain is a student at the RMIT University 
Australia. She heard about Habitat through the university 
and was motivated to join a GV team. With the support of 
her family and friends she was able to fund this trip. As a 
student of civil engineering, Habitat presented itself as an 
opportunity that was related to Sakiba’s field of interest 
while it also was a chance to give something back to the 
community. 
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This was Sakiba’s first build and she really enjoyed the experience. Her most memorable moment of the 
Habitat experience is working alongside the families. In her own words Sakiba says, “Habitat’s a great 
company."

Peter Holland is a retired engineer for whom this was 
his third build with Habitat. 

Peter began volunteering through his church and  
found it particularly enjoyable to work with Habitat 
families." About volunteering in Sri Lanka, he said, 
“People here are very friendly."  

Alison McKechnie, an architect from Melbourne and Trish, a teacher from 
Werrimuoo, worked side by side at the build. Alison, who had previously 
worked with Habitat Vietnam thought that this 
time she would visit Sri Lanka while 
Trish had heard about the project on 
the radio. Being an architect, Alison 
was glad to use her skills to support a 
cause that she cares about. Her friend 
believes in everyone having a good 
house. Alison raised money for the trip
 by having her friends and family sponsor

her which they were happy to do given the nature of the trip while 
Trish pooled in her own money. Both of them loved working 
alongside the home owners’ family and were satisfied with the 
work they had done. Alison said, “Overall it was fun. I’m really 
satisfied with what we’ve done and felt like I did a good job”, Trish 
said, “I’ve been enjoying it. We’re really happy.  It’s been good, 
different and equally satisfying”.  Learning about the culture, the 
Sinhalese language and working in a small group were some other 
perks of the trip.          
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